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As a repercussion of the conceptual and stoic expressions of

the 1970s, and in response to the tendencies in Europe and the
United States, Japan in the *80s had borne witness to movements
that urged the reinstatement of the painting and sculpture medium.
What came to prevail as a result was “New Painting,” characterized
by vibrantly colorful and dynamic brushstrokes that appeared

to reflect the flourishing economic circumstances of the times.

Art since the *90s however had departed from such trends,

and if anything, adopted expressions influenced by °80s subculture
such as “otaku” as its mainstream. For this reason, the art of

the ’80s had since come to be little referred to within the context
of art historical discourse. Although recent years has seen rapid
progressions in studies regarding Postwar Japanese art up until the
1970s including the likes of “Gutai” and “Mono-ha,” there is still
much work to be done in historicizing Japanese art of the 80s.
Nevertheless, reflecting upon those times over 30 years later,

it is possible to see that numerous significant movements that lead
to today’s art had been born in this era. Such include the format
of installation, awareness towards participating in the production
of work as well as the relationships with society, the concept of
alternative space, media art, perspectives of relativizing

the institution of “art,” and the sensitivity to find significance in
mundanity and lightsomeness. This exhibition revisits Japanese art
of the 1980s through contemporary perspectives, and introduces

works that serve as the starting points of the art of today.
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