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Traditional Craftsmanship in Takamatsu, Kagawa
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Our city, Takamatsu, is blessed with the natural beauty of the Seto Inland Sea with scenic islands and the gentle Sanuki Mountain
Range as the prefectural capital of Kagawa. The traditional craftsmanship and spirit that have been passed down through the
generations through the efforts of our predecessors have produced outstanding bonsai, lacquerware, stone products, and other
products that we can be proud of around the world.
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“ —Art of Kagawa Lacquerware —
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The origins date back to the Edo period (1603-1868) when the
Matsudaira family, feudal lords of Takamatsu, promoted and
protected it along with the tea ceremony and calligraphy. In the
late Edo period, Tamakaji Zoukoku, the founder of Kagawa
lacquerware, invented new techniques by adding his own unique
skills to the lacquerware introduced from China. These
techniques have been passed down to the present day, and five
of them, Kinma, Zonsei, Choshitsu, Zoukoku-nuri, and Goto-nuri,
are designated as traditional national crafts of Japan.
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* —Bonsai— —Aji Stone Products—
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In addition to the beauty of their tree shapes, pines grown EERTHEFICBREE T, @ralIdrfeh/izo, EMER,
in well-drained sandy loam soil are known for being REEVSTEHRIAD DRI T, EFEFHEREICHIE

"resistant to root rot and damage," and the sight of pine LLfEONTWET,

bonsai spreading across the countryside of Takamatsu is ) ) ) o .

unique. Nowadays, with the increase in bonsai enthusiasts The high-quality granite quarried in the towns of Mure and Aji

around the world, bonsai are exported not only to Asia but at the foot of Mt. Goken, located in the eastern part of

also to Europe, America, and other countries. Takamatsu, is known as "Aji Stone." Praised by sculptor

Isamu Noguchi, it has earned a worldwide reputation, and
even today numerous suppliers line the streets. Aji Stone is
characterized by its fine texture. It is extremely hard and
dense compared to other stones and can be carved in detail.
Today, Aji Stone is widely used not only for traditional
tombstones, but also for new line of products.
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“ —Sanuki Barrels—
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The wooden barrels of Kagawa are mainly
made from cherry, and are still used by many
people today, including for sushi.
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—Pine Woodwork—
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Kagawa has Iong produced high-quality pine trees and
woodwork has been made here since the Edo perlod
(1603-1868). Due to its oil content, it has a luster and
glows a transparent red when held up to the light.
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—Sanuki Lantern—
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Artisans skillfully manipulate bamboo skewers using

their secret technique to craft lanterns by combining

them. They are now regarded as "sculptures of light."
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—Rihei Ware—
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Tea ceremony utensils and vases painted in a
variety of seasonal and local colors are made
and cherished.
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—Plastering TroweI—
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Kagawa's trowels are known for their high quality
nationwide and ease of use. They have been
meticulously designed in terms of size and shape,
e used for different purposes.
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The glue made from glutinous rice is placed along the
attern, and the piece is finished by dipping it in an
indigo vat or dyeing it with a brush. It is used for lion
dance costumes and others.
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—Takamatsu Weddln Dolls—
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In_ Takamatsu, there is a long-standing custom of
brides dlstnbutmg dolls to their neighbors on their
wedding day. The dolls made from kneaded materials
and finished with the application of base coating and
coloring, and many are considered lucky charms.

=3

o'

%,

CEBFER[ShEDY DZE D VA]

Yo

LB TFE[SHELLAL D]

MEEZ [bAEH &5 <]
—Ranma Engraving—
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The use of wood grain with the elements of
Japan's seasonal flowers and birds in the
interior evoke a sense of traditional elegance.
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—Paulownia Wood Box—
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Because of its beautiful grain and luster, it is
now widely used as a container for gifts.
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" —Takamatsu Umbrella—
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Usm% Takamatsus handmade washi paper
and bamboo materials harvested from the
mountainous areas, production began in
1887, inspired by parasols produced in Gifu.
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—Washinoyama Stoneworks—
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With quality hornblende andesite from Mt.
Washinoyama in Kokubunji Town, a variety of products,
such as lanterns, have been made for a long time
taking advantage of the easily processed stone quality.
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—Sanuki Castings—
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Molten metal is poured into a handmade mold, shaped,
and colored. Consistently involved are the foundry
workers, and the bells used in the lion dance at the
autumn festival are also traditional cast products.
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—Sanuki Lion Head—
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Lion heads in Kagawa are made using the papier-maché

technique, with the exception of the jaw, ears, handles.

The main feature is the lightweight and durable dry lacquer

construction.
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—Sanuki Kagari Temari Balls—
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Temari balls are handmade from cotton thread,
one of the three whites (salt, sugar, and cotton) of
Kagawa, which is dyed with natural plant dyes, one
stitch at a time, to create glossy geometric patterns.
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—Kude Shoji Screen—
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Kude is a technique for assembling the lattice
pattern of a shoji screen by hand. The Kude
work is made by skilled joiner craftsmen.
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—Confectionery Wooden Mold—
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Making wooden confectionery molds

requires highly skilled craftsmanship, so in

recent years the molds themselves have

become prized works of art.
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—Traditional Tatami Mats—
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It comes in a variety of shapes, including
square and hexagonal, and its main feature is
that it is trimmed with elegantly patterned fabric.
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—Hammered Copperware—
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Hammered copper plates are heated and beaten with a
mallet or hammer to form a shape. The metal is
tightened, durable, and long-lasting, so the more you
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“—Botaori—
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The unique texture is created by weaving in a grid
pattern, and it is a fabric rich in thermal insulation and
moisture absorption. It is durable and long-lasting,
which is the reason for its name, Botaori, long-lasting.
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—Takamatsu Hariko papier-maché—
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The Hariko (papier-maché) is made by pasting
layers of washi paper onto clay or wooden molds,
and the method was introduced during the Edo
period (1603-1868).
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TEL : 087-839-2411
MAIL :

FAX : 087-839-2440
shoukou@city.takamatsu.lg.jp
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